Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Made children and heirs of God’s prom-
ise, we pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.

Revealing God, you have made yourself
known through bread and wine, water
and word. Continue to nurture your
church, that it is a place where your
presence is experienced and shared.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Creating God, you brought life into
being and called it good. Bring new cre-
ation to lands devastated by tornadoes,
hurricanes, floods, fires, and other di-
sasters (recent destructive events may be
named here). Restore forests and curb
overflowing waters. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Protecting God, you desire all people
to live in peace and safety. Provide for
all who are in danger. Strengthen first
responders to help meet to the complex
needs of others. Provide care and com-
passion as they face trauma themselves.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Preparing for Next Week

Transforming God, you announce re-
lease to the captives and freedom to the
oppressed. Break chains of discrimina-
tion and injustice. Amplify voices that
go unheard and inspire us to advocate
for the those who are overlooked. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Forming God, you gather this commu-
nity together. Shape our communal life,
that in our prayer, praise, and worship,
we honor you and encourage one an-
other. Keep our disagreements civil and
increase our joy in working together.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Redeeming God, you accompany your
people through every stage of life. We
give you thanks for the saints who now
rest in your embrace (especially). Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and
those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Monday (commemoration of John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, 407) Psalm
119:169-176. Tuesday (Holy Cross Day) John 3:13-17. Wednesday John 7:25-36. Thursday
(commemoration of Cyrian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, 258) Psalm 54. Friday (commemo-
ration of Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, 1179) Romans 11:25-32. Saturday (commemoration
of Dag Hammarskjold, renewer of society, 1961) 2 Kings 17:5-18. 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 11:18-20 or Wisdom 1:16—2:1, 12-22; Psalm 54; James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37.
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Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we
hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is
Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to
do with _Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’
words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross
(14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

Prayer of the Day

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the
glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we
may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s
reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus.
Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.

"The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put
to shame;
She who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
®T gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled
out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
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