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  14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. (Psalm 139:14) 

Grace and peace to you my sisters and brothers in Christ, 

As my mind is still trying to process all the experiences, I had 

with other sixteen thousand people mostly young people We just 

returned from our 2024 ELCA National Youth Gathering in New 

Orleans last week. Ten people from our church joined with other youth, adult 

chaperones and pastors from our conference and other sixteen thousand people mostly 

youth attended the gathering.  

The theme for the gathering was ñCreated to beébrave, authentic, free, disruptive and 

disciplesò based on the verse from Psalm above, ñI praise you, for I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.ò We explored 

each theme on each day of the gathering; we are created to authentic by bringing our 

whole selves knowing that we are loved by our creator. We are created to be free to be 

transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are created to be disruptive to work for 

justice for all our brothers and sisters in Christ. Finally, we are created to be disciples 

of Jesus to be sent into the world to love our neighbor like we are loved by God.  

                    continued on  pg. 2 
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Each speaker who represented each topic on each night of the gathering 

was inspiring. Indeed, they all lived the life to which God created each 

and every one of them. Their messages resonated and inspired the whole 

audience, including myself. I have been going to many youth gatherings 

throughout my ministry tenure. Each gathering brought new meaning 

and lifechanging experience and this past gathering was another 

lifechanging or lifegiving experience. Every night of the gathering, we 

always spent time for reflection called ófinal 15ô. I could see how the 

lives of our youth including adult chaperones were being transformed, 

especially on Thursday evening. I have not seen for a while how the 

young people were moved by the Holy Spirit and the message of the 

gospel and made our evening reflections were filled with tears of joy. 

They felt the call to be more involved in the life and ministry of the 

church and promised to stay connected and support each other. 

As we are lamenting with the declining of the church especially in North 

America, even within our synod itself, this gathering gave us hope. 

Indeed, God is still working actively in our world, especially in the lives 

of our young people, we are rest assured that Godôs church, the body of 

Christ will survive or rather thrive in the midst of our ever changing and 

challenging world.  

In such time as this, may we remember who and whose we are and the 

purpose of our existence that we are the children of God through our 

baptism. We are created to be brave, to be authentic, to be free, to be 

disruptive and to be Jesusô disciples for the sake of Godôs people and the 

world. 

Serving Christ with you, 
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COUNCIL UPDATE 

From Council President, Roger Miller 

The St. Thomas Mass was held June 30
th
 and was well attended.  

Thank you to all who planned, set up and cleaned up for this     
worship service.  A decommissioning service and burning of old 
unused paraments was held immediately following the service. 
Afterwards, a pot luck lunch was held in the gym for a time of 
sharing a meal and fellowship. 

Sarah Pryor is again heading up the committee for the Gaslight 
Festival booth. If you would like to help with this endeavor and/or 
volunteer to work in the booth, please let Sarah know, 
spryor@bellsouth.net. 

We will continue to recognize servants of the month.  Please place 
your nominations in the box in the Narthex.  Servants recognized 
in July were:  Kathleen Breitenstein, Luke Dawson and Sherry    
Davis. Eight members will be recognized in August:  Samuel    
Limbong, Hannah Limbong, Karen Schuette, Nancy Walsh, Mike 
Kull, Renate Fish, Raymond Peak and Marilyn Peak.  

The tentative date for the annual congregational picnic is         
September 29

th
.  The fellowship committee will be planning this 

event.  An outdoor worship service before the picnic will be 
planned by the worship committee  

Please pray for the council members as we continue to ask for 
your feedback, suggestions and support.   

As we walk with Christ to love and serve our church and our 
neighbors, please remember the church is not the building but it is 
all of us .  I continue to encourage each of you to find your place 
to serve within our congregation. 

 

 

mailto:spryor@bellsouth.net?subject=Gaslight%20Festival%20Interest
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FINANCE 
 

General Fund Giving through June 2024 

Expected Receipts: $199,481.00 

Actual Receipts: $224,389.00 
 
Continued thanks to all members for their gifts 
through the first half of the year.  The surplus is due 
to advance giving.  It is estimated that giving is actu-
ally $3,500 behind estimate.  
 

Thanks to our July offering counters: Ed Schuette and Kathy & 
Curt Sigdestad. 
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CLC is participating one again in the 
Jôtown Gaslight Festival.  Volunteers 
will be needed to man a booth the 
week of September 13

th
-15

th
.  See 

page 18 for all the details.  

Augustôs Thirsty Third Thursday will 
be at 80/20 @Kaelinôs on August 
15th.  Check out page 16 for details 

and links to menu.  

Mark you calendars!  Our annual 
Church Picnic has been scheduled 
for Sunday, September 29th.  More 

details to follow. 

31
st
 WELCA Craft Fair happening on 

Saturday, October 19, 9am-2pm.  
Vendors needed!  Volunteers Needed! 
Breakfast & Lunch will be sold.      
Yummy baked goods and beautiful 

wares available for sale! 
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After my surgery in June, I was blessed by Pastor Limbongôs visit 
and prayers at the hospital the day of my surgery.  I have been 
blessed by his continued prayers and all prayers as my healing 
continues.  Additional blessings have been the delivery of           
delicious meals, visits from friends, cards, phone calls and text 
messages.   

My family and I have appreciated the good food and visiting with 
the preparers. Your cards mean the world to me as I have read 
and re-read them. I sincerely thank you!  -Becky Miller 

 

 

CLCôs WELCA Circle will resume their month meetings on      
Tuesday, September 10 at noon. The meeting will include Bible 
study, and fellowship. All women of Christ are invited, and        
meeting are held in Rooms 1 & 2. 

 

TUESDAY FRIENDS ONGOING MISSION 

In 2023 there was a massive earthquake in Turkey that left      
thousands of families in crisis.  Many families are still living in tents 
today and they need the quilts to keep them warm  at night. In faith 
and generosity, our Lutheran churches have sent hundreds of 
quilts to their aid.    
 
So far this year our Tuesday Friends group have made 23 quilts 
for Lutheran World Relief.  They all have been sent to Turkey to 
help Turkish families in need 
. 
Kathie Armstrong and Shirley Williamson make these quilts and 
can show others how to create them as well.  They could always 
use fabric, thread and yarn to continue this mission. 
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JULY FAITHFUL SERVANT 
Sherry Davis 

 
Thereôs a simple reason Sherry Davis 
stays active at Christ Lutheran. ñI want to 
see our church grow,ò she explains. 
 

As a member of CLC for 29 years, Sherry 
has been a big part of our ongoing growth. 
Sheôs taught Sunday School and                 
confirmation, participated in many small 
groups including WELCA, and                 
volunteered in the church office. For 25 
years, she has fueled her spiritual growth 
and othersô through monthly group Bible 
study, and she also joins the Monday 

Prayer Meeting to pray for shut-ins and others in need. 
 
Currently, Sherry is on the Fellowship Committee, which provides 
meals for people in our congregation. Through the Caring Ministry, 
she and the team send cards to     members in special need of   
encouragement or support. The ministry has just started bringing 
meals to members who are coping with difficult life challenges. 
 
Sherry also serves on a team thatôs vital to our churchôs health, 
even if it isnôt as visible as some of our other committees. The   
Mutual Ministry team provides a safe space for Pastor Bimen to 
talk about any concerns or hurdles he might be facing, allowing 
him to stay focused on the spiritual needs of the congregation and 
community. 
 
Sherry and husband Mark have recently joined the CLC Dream 
Team, a group of       volunteers who meet to hash out new ideas 
for growing the church. With no plans to slow down, she has this 
advice for anyone who wants to grow socially or spiritually: 
 
ñGet involved! You donôt have to commit to something big. Try a 
Thirsty Thursday or paint a walking stick. Thereôs something for 
everyone at Christ Lutheran!ò 
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JULY FAITHFUL SERVANT 
Luke Dawson 

 

 
Luke Dawson isnôt shy about how he 
feels. 
 
ñIôm a big Christian,ò he exclaims 
proudly. ñItôs like the song ð óI donôt 
want to be a casual Christian.ô I want 
to worship God every day and follow 
Him.ò 
 
Luke finds lots of ways to do that at 
Christ Lutheran. This 10-year-old 
Faithful Servant likes to learn new 
things and ñtries to always pay       
attentionò when he participates in the Childrenôs Sermon, Sunday 
School, and LIFT family classes. He also helps acolyte and put 
away cups after Communion. 
 
But being a big Christian is about more than learning and helping. 
For Luke, itôs also about fun and fellowship. Favorite events       
include Trunk or Treat and Vacation Bible School, and you can 
often find him rallying on the pickleball courts with Samuel and 
Petra Limbong. 
 
Luke encourages other children (of all ages) to get active at CLC 
and has this practical advice: ñCome up and try it! If you like it, 
thatôs okay. If you donôt, thatôs okay too.ò 
 
Over the summer, Luke has also been taking golf lessons as he 
gets ready to start 5

th
 grade at Farmer Elementary. He knows 

sometimes itôs hard to try something new, which is why Christ     
Lutheran is the perfect place to learn and grow. 
 
ñIf youôre nervous, remember, no one will bully you or say mean 
things. The only thing people will do is give you a warm welcome.ò 
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ST. THOMAS MASS 

The St. Thomas Mass was held June 30
th
.  This Mass is one way 

we offer an alternative worship experience in addition to our       
traditional and praise worship services.  It offers an opportunity for     
interaction between the pastor and worshippers. The service is 
more inclusive and at the same time meditative as we move to 
various stations.  The stations included anointing, receiving Holy 
Communion, submitting prayer requests,  a display of shells        
illustrating that through Baptism God loves us all, a chance to 
paint rocks to give away at the Gaslight Festival, the chance to 
write our obstacles/sins and to nail the papers to a cross which 
were burned prior to the paraments. On display were the           
paraments to be retired, decommissioned and burned.  Thanks to 
all who helped plan, set up and put away the items needed to 
make this Mass meaningful. 

After the worship service, worshippers were invited to the patio 
area behind the brick house to participate in the retirement and 
decommissioning of a set of old, unused paraments.  This process 
ends the review of old paraments that are no longer usable to 
adorn the chancel area of the sanctuary.  The proper way to 
ódisposeô of paraments is to burn them and not put them in the 
dumpster since they were once commissioned and blessed to be 
a part of our worship services.   Thank you to Steven Sarson for 
providing his fire pit and to all who participated. 

The lunch following was well attended.  Everyone enjoyed time 
together sharing a meal and conversation. Thanks to Bonnie and 
the fellowship team for heading up the lunch.  Thanks be to God 
for the fellowship shared that day! 
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More phots of these two events can 

be found here: 

St. Thomas Mass 

Parament Decommissioning 

http://www.christlutheranlouisville.com/uncategorized/st-thomas-mass-june-30-2024/
http://www.christlutheranlouisville.com/uncategorized/parament-decommissioning-june-30-2024/
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ELCA NATIONAL  

YOUTH GATHERING 

What a week!  Seven youth, Samuel       

Limbong, Gavin Kissling, Anna Mertz, Kyle 

Mertz, James Pryor, Chloe Winskye, and 

Noelle Winskye, along with chaperones Pr. 

Bimen Limbong and Tammy Kissling, a 

week in New Orleans at the ELCA National Youth Gathering.  The 

CLC group attended the gathering with 13 other youth and 6 other 

adults from Ascension, Grace & Glory, St. John, St. Stephen, and 

Faith Lutheran Churches.   

The theme for the Gathering was óCreated to Beô and each night at 

the Mass Gathering we heard talks about what it means to be creat-

ed to be brave, free, authentic, disruptive, and disciples.  The days 

were spent exploring and learning about New Orleans and strength-

ening the friendships among the group and meeting new people from 

all over the country.  Some of the highlights of the trip include a scav-

enger hunt around the French Quarter, eating beignets, a fancy 

lunch at Antoineôs restaurant, and forming friendships with the other 

conference youth and adults that we traveled with.  When asked 

Gavin Kissling shared ñI really enjoyed exploring New Orleans with 

the other youth.  I feel that I learned a lot about the city, and the 

Mass Gathering speakers showed me how God is at work in the lives 

of others.ò James Pryor shared ñMy favorite part about the trip was 

probably Antoine's. It was nice to have lunch with everyone,          

considering that we had not had one up to that point. Combine that 

with the fact the 

food was          

excellent and the 

classic architec-

ture, and it was a 

really enjoyable          

moment.ò     

Overall, 100% 

opinion was it 

was a great      

experience! 
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Sun Mon Tue 

 
 
 

 
 

 

4  
8:30am Worship In-person 
9:45am Sun School All Ages 
11am  Worship & Live-stream 

12:15pm Fellowship Hour 

5 
12pm Prayer Mtg 

 

 

 

6 
9:30am Tuesday Friends 
6:30pm Social Ministry Cmte Mtg  
7:00pm Property Committee  Mtg 

 

7

11 
8:30am Worship In-person 
9:45am Sun School All Ages 
11am  Worship & Live-stream 

12:15pm Fellowship Hour 
2pm Forest Hills Worship 

 

12 
12pm Prayer Mtg 
7:00pm Christian Ed Mtg 

 

 

13 
9:30am Tuesday Friends 

6:00pm Communications Mtg 

 

14

18 
8:30am Worship In-person 
9:45am Sun School All Ages 
11am  Worship & Live-stream 

12:15pm Fellowship Hour 

19 
12pm Prayer Mtg 

20 
9:30am Tuesday Friends 

 

21

25 
8:30am Worship In-person 
9:45am Sun School All Ages 
11am  Worship & Live-stream 

12:15pm Fellowship Hour 

26 
12pm Prayer Mtg 

27 
9:30am Tuesday Friends 

 

28

AUGUST 2024 
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Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 

 

2 3 

 

6:30pm Social Ministry Cmte Mtg  
 

7 

9:30am Wed Friends 
 
 

8 
 

9 

 

10 
 

14 
9:30am Wed Friends 

15 
MESSENGER Articles to 
Liz Walker Deadline 

 
6:00pm Thirsty Thursday 

ñKaelinôsò 

16 
 

 

 

17 
 
12pm  Hot Dogs for 
the Homeless  

 
 

21 
9:30am Wed Friends 

  

22 
 

23 
 

 

24 
 

 

28 
9:30am Wed Friends 

29 30  
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ñYOUôRE KILLING ME SMALLS!ò 

Our second Family Movie Night was held on July 12.  We watched 
a funny, yet meaningful movie - ñThe Sandlotò. Full of growing-up 
pains, making new friends and facing your fears; everyone          
enjoyed munching popcorn as we laughed, groaned and enjoyed 
the show.  We made memories that will last ñFor.Ev.Erò!! 

Please join us for a fall-flavored movie in October!  Stay tuned for 
more details! 

 

SUPPORTING THE  

FOOD INSECURE 

HOT DOG MEAL EVENT 

Join Ken Schneider, in partnership 
with the Social Ministry Committee, as he kicks off a new Christian 
ministry Hot Dogs for the Homeless Louisville Kentucky (HHLK) to 
help support food insecure individuals in the Jôtown community. 
On Saturday, August 17 from 12-3pm, Ken and anyone that wants 
to volunteer will be handing out hot dog sack lunches.  This event 
is targeted to help the homeless community or individuals who 
may need some help providing food for themselves or their        
families in the Jôtown area.  

Interested in volunteering?  Have questions?  Give Ken a call or 
send him an email, 941-204-9700 or kas4950@yahoo.com.   

 

 

As summer is winding down and 
thoughts of school are creeping back 
into our minds, mark your calendar for 
our Sunday School Rally Day.   

We will kick off our 2024-25 school year 
on Sunday, September 8 during the 

Sunday school hour, 9:45-10:45am.  Stay tuned for more details 
in the coming weeks. 

All students who are in Kindergarten to 12th grade are invited to 
celebrate along with all their family members! 

mailto:kas4950@yahoo.com
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Christ Lutheran Night with the Louisville Bats 

Our Christ Lutheran night at the ballpark was another fun time for 
all. On Saturday, July 13

th
, seventeen folks came out to Slugger 

Field to enjoy a Bats game, with 10-cent hot dogs, $4 craft beers, 
and more.  

It was a clear night that was not too hot for July, and after      
watching the Bats lose their lead in the eighth inning, they tied it 
up and ultimately won 5-4 in 10 innings over the St. Paul Saints. 
Celebratory fireworks ended the evening in the spirit of the 
Psalms, 

12
 let the field be joyful, and all that is in it -- Psalm 96:12. 


