The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love,
let us come near to the Holy One in
prayer.

A brief silence.

For the church and its leaders, we
pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors,
and bishops who serve and teach
your people (national, synodical, and
local leaders may be named). Awaken in
your church a spirit of invitation that
reaches ever outward. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the well-being of creation and its
inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us rever-
ent awe for the beauty of the natural
world, for oceans and lakes, rivers
and streams, forests and deserts (local
places may be named). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the nations and peoples of the
world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of
those who pursue justice and equity
for all. Defend and accompany all
immigrants and refugees and all who
are persecuted for their ethnic origin
or religious beliefs. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Preparing for Next Week

For all who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit, we pray. Be present with those
who live in isolation or fear, espe-
cially those who are incarcerated
or detained. Comfort all who are
sick or grieving (especially). Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its min-
istries, we pray. Prepare children,
teachers, and youth ministry di-
rectors for a new year of learning.
Embolden our witness to invite oth-
ers to the table. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For all the saints who confessed
God’s name (especially Augusiine,
Bishop of Hippo, and Moses the Black),
we give thanks. May we cling to the
promise of our risen Savior, Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, today,
and forever. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children,
merciful God, and hold us forever
in your steadfast love; through Jesus
Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.

Monday Psalm 119:65-72. Tuesday Titus 1:1-9. Wednesday Isaiah 57:14-21. Thursday Psalm 1. Friday
(commemoration of Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, bishop, renewer of the church, 1872)
Colossians 4:7-17. Saturday Deuteronomy 29:2-20. 13th Sunday after Pentecost Deuteronomy 30:15-20;
Psalm 1; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33.
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Sunday, August 28, 2022
12th Sunday after Pentecost

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism
we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit,
humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.

O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are
humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generos-
ity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Proverbs 25:6-7

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature.
Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily
life. Today’s reading is about humility.

"for it is better to be told,
“Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the
presence of a noble.

Do not put yourself forward in the
king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great;

or Sirach 10:12-18 [not printed]

The book of Sirach, like the book of Proverbs, is part of a collection of writings known
as wisdom literature. In today’s reading, the writer warns against the sin of pride,
proclaiming that God will utterly overthrow the proud.
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