Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love,
let us come near to the Holy One in
prayer.

A brief silence.

Arise, O God, and sustain your church.
We pray for all who dedicate their lives
to serving your people. Renew our com-
mitment to our siblings in faith around
the globe, and bless the work of our
ecumenical and interfaith partners (es-
pecially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain your cre-
ation. We pray for all places affected by
natural disasters (especially). Transform
the devastation of floods and fires into
fertile ground for new life and growth.
Fill heaven and earth with your life-giv-
ing Spirit. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain the nations.
We pray for all elected officials. Kindle
in them a desire to administer your jus-
tice. Strengthen their resolve to defend
those who are vulnerable and to stand
publicly against all forms of oppression.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Preparing for Next Week

Arise, O God, and sustain those who
are oppressed. We pray for people
harmed by racist discrimination, ableist
discrimination, and all people discrimi-
nated against based on their gender
identity or sexual orientation. Rescue
us from all systems that degrade our fel-
low human beings. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly.
We pray for this community, celebrat-
ing with those who rejoice and weeping
with those who weep (concerns may be
named). In our joy and in our tears, be
near us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Surrounded by so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, we remember the saints (espe-
ctally Maximilian Kolbe and Kaj Munk)
who have gone before us. May we run
with perseverance the race set before us
until we find our rest in you. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children,
merciful God, and hold us forever
in your steadfast love; through Jesus
Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.

Celebrate

Sunday, August 14, 2022
10th Sunday after Pentecost

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our
undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of
witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

Prayer of the Day

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share
your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed
and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading Jeremiah 23:23-29

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God's judgment, he suffers rejection.
Today’s reading distinguishes between. the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word,
and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other

like worthless straw.

Am I a God near by, says the Lorp, and
not a God far off? #*Who can hide in se-
cret places so that I cannot see them?
says the LorD. Do I not fill heaven and
earth? says the Lorp. ?°T have heard
what the prophets have said who proph-
esy lies in my name, saying, “I have
dreamed, I have dreamed!” *How long?
Will the hearts of the prophets ever
turn back—those who prophesy lies,
and who prophesy the deceit of their

own heart? They plan to make my
people forget my name by their dreams
that they tell one another, just as their
ancestors forgot my name for Baal. #Let
the prophet who has a dream tell the
dream, but let the one who has my word
speak my word faithfully. What has
straw in common with wheat? says the
Lorp. #Is not my word like fire, says the
Lorp, and like a hammer that breaks a
rock in pieces?

Monday (Mary, Mother of Our Lord) Luke 1:46-55. Tuesday Acts 7:44-53. Wednesday Jeremiah 25:30-
38. Thursday Psalm 103:1-8. Friday 2 Chronicles 8:12-15. Saturday (commemoration of Bernard, Abbot
of Clairvaux, 1153) Nehemiah 13:15-22. 11th Sunday after Pentecost Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8;
Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17.
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