The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Trusting in God’s extraordinary
love, let us come near to the Holy
One in prayer.

A brief silence.

O God, you are wholeness. Where
there is division in your church,
bring reconciliation and healing.
Guide the work of theologians,
Sunday school teachers, seminary
professors, and all who provide in-
struction for the building up of your
church. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God, you are the source of all life.
Where creation cries out in distress,
bring relief and renewal. Bless farm-
ers, ranchers, distributors, and all who
provide our food. Nourish the land
and all its habitants. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

O God, you are wisdom. Where na-
tions and communities yearn for
peace, bring justice. Strengthen
those who toil for the welfare of oth-
ers, especially military personnel,
police, first responders, and activ-
ists, and for the healing of the na-
tions. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Preparing for Next Week

O God, you are life. Where your
people are overwhelmed with the
busy-ness of life, bring encourage-
ment. Accompany all who experi-
ence emotional, mental, or physical
distress (especially). Renew us at your
table of mercy. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

O God, you are our treasure. Where
scarcity and anxiety pervade your
church, bring abundance and vital-
ity. Guide the work of church coun-
cils and committees and give them
clarity for the work of ministry in
this place (specific ministries may be
named). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, you are resurrection. We
give you thanks for all your saints (es-
pecially). Inspire us by their example
of faithful living to set our minds on
things above and to be rich in love
toward you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children,
merciful God, and hold us forever
in your steadfast love; through Jesus
Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.

Celebrate

Sunday, July 31, 2022
8th Sunday after Pentecost

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally over-
whelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard
against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also
been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things
that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lovd’s supper and the en-
couragement of God’s word.

Prayer of the Day

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives.
Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and

to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

First Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation
of wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts
in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment

Monday Psalm 127. Tuesday Colossians 4:2-6. Wednesday Ecclesiastes 12:1-8, 13-14. Thursday Psalm
33:12-22. Friday Ecclesiastes 6:1-6. Saturday Matthew 6:19-24. 9th Sunday after Pentecost Genesis 15:1-6;
Psalm 35:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40.
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is a gift from God.

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

2], the Teacher, when king over
Israel in Jerusalem, '*applied my
mind to seek and to search out by
wisdom all that is done under heav-
en; it is an unhappy business that
God has given to human beings to
be busy with. I saw all the deeds
that are done under the sun; and
see, all is vanity and a chasing after
wind.

Z18] hated all my toil in which I
had toiled under the sun, seeing
that I must leave it to those who
come after me —and who knows
whether they will be wise or fool-

ish? Yet they will be master of all for
which I toiled and used my wisdom
under the sun. This also is vanity.
#So I turned and gave my heart up
to despair concerning all the toil of
my labors under the sun, *because
sometimes one who has toiled with
wisdom and knowledge and skill
must leave all to be enjoyed by an-
other who did not toil for it. This
also is vanity and a great evil. ?What
do mortals get from all the toil and
strain with which they toil under the
sun? ®For all their days are full of
pain, and their work is a vexation;
even at night their minds do not
rest. This also is vanity.
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