The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let
us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.

Rooted and built up in Christ, we pray
for the church. Embolden church lead-
ers to take risks for the sake of the gos-
pel, and equip the baptized to proclaim
your extravagant love for the whole world.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Rejoicing in the works of your hands,
we pray for the natural world. Make riv-
ers and lakes, oceans and all waterways,
sparkle with your radiance. Protect water
sources (local water sources may be named)
and strengthen those who defend them.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Interceding on behalf of the vulnerable,
we pray for the peoples of the world.
Inspire all rulers and governing authori-
ties with your justice. Guide the work of
legislators and public officials, that they
advocate for the well-being of those they
serve. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Persistent in prayer, we pray for our neigh-
bors in need. To all who have hunger, give
daily bread. To all who have bread, give
hunger for justice. Open us to the cries
of those who suffer (especially). Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Abounding in thanksgiving, we pray for
this congregation. Bless the prayer and
fellowship ministries in this place. Call us
together in times of praise and blessing,
trouble and sorrow, in your holy name.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Buried with Christ in baptism and raised
with him to new life, we give thanks for
your saints who rest in your eternal pres-
ence. Join our voices with theirs as we sing
of your great glory. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, mer-
ciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our
holy Wisdom.

Amen.

elebra

Sunday, July 24, 2022
7th Sunday after Pentecost
Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham in-

tercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be
nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I

Monday (James, Apostle) Mark 10:35-45. Tuesday Romans 9:30—10:4. Wednesday Matthew 5:43-48.
Thursday (commemoration of Johann Sebastian Bach, 1750; Heinrich Schiitz, 1672; George Frederick
Handel, 1759; musicians) Psalm 49:1-12. Friday (commemoration of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of
Bethany; Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, 1030) Proverbs 24:1-12. Saturday Ecclesiastes 1:1-11. 8th Sunday
after Pentecost Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23; Psalm 49:1-12; Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21.
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called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.”

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray,
and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant
mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good
things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Genesis 18:20-32

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity.
Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the
[few righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.

The Lorp said, “How great is the outcry
against Sodom and Gomorrah and how
very grave their sin! ' must go down and
see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry that has come to
me; and if not, I will know.”

2280 the men turned from there, and
went toward Sodom, while Abraham
remained standing before the Lorbp.
#Then Abraham came near and said,
“Will you indeed sweep away the righ-
teous with the wicked? *Suppose there
are fifty righteous within the city; will
you then sweep away the place and not
forgive it for the fifty righteous who are
in it? ®Far be it from you to do such
a thing, to slay the righteous with the
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do what is
just?” 22And the LorD said, “If I find at
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will

forgive the whole place for their sake.”
Abraham answered, “Let me take it
upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who
am but dust and ashes. #Suppose five of
the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you
destroy the whole city for lack of five?”
And he said, “I will not destroy it if I
find forty-five there.” 2?Again he spoke
to him, “Suppose forty are found there.”
He answered, “For the sake of forty I will
not do it.” *¥*Then he said, “Oh do not let
the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose
thirty are found there.” He answered,
“I will not do it, if I find thirty there.”
#'He said, “Let me take it upon myself to
speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake
of twenty I will not destroy it.” *Then he
said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if
I speak just once more. Suppose ten are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake
of ten I will not destroy it.”
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