The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Set free from captivity to sin and
death, we pray to the God of resurrec-
tion for the church, people in need,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Holy God, make your people one as
you and your Son are one. Extend the
gifts we have been given by your Spirit
to all people, especially those experi-
encing division or questioning your
love. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Make worthy the work of scientists who
look to the stars and planets, as well as
scientists who look to atoms and mole-
cules. Bring innovation and well-being
to humanity through their discoveries.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Keep in our minds those who have
died in war, both military and civil-
ians (especially). May we honor them
by seeking peaceful solutions to the
conflicts that arise among nations and
peoples. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant freedom to all who are over-
whelmed by chronic illness, depres-
sion, or constant worry {especially).
Open them to receive health and salva-
tion in Christ Jesus through the Spirit’s
gift of faith. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Stir imagination and understanding
throughout the church in the work of
poets, theologians, and hymnwriters
(like Jirs Tranovsky, whom we commemorate
today). Lead us into new visions and
fresh expressions of your presence.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Unite us with the saints who have died
and been raised in Jesus. Train us to
wait with eager longing for Christ to
come again, even as we sense his pres-
ence with us now. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to
these prayers, and renew us by your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.

Amen.

Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 29, 2022

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his death,
the petitions of the ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our day—and be-
yond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we become believers in God, have our robes washed
in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever with all the saints.

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love
what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes
of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Acts 16:16-34

Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas
into jail for ordering the spirit to come out of her and consequently ruining their business.

Monday Psalm 29. Tuesday (Visit of Mary to Elizabeth) Luke 1:39-57, Wednesday (commemoration of
Justin, martyr at Rome, c. 165) Ezekiel 3:12-21. Thursday Psalm 104:24-34, 35b. Friday (commemoration
of the Martyrs of Uganda, 1886; John XXIII, Bishop of Rome, 1963) Galatians 6:7-10. Saturday (Vigil of
Pentecost) John 7:37-39. Day of Pentecost (commemoration of Boniface, Bishop of Mainz, missionary
to Germany, martyr, 754) Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 104:24-84, 35b; Romans 8:14-17 or Acts
2:1-21; John 14:8-17 [25-27].
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In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the jailer and his family.

One day, as we were going to the place
of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had
a spirit of divination and brought her
owners a great deal of money by for-
tune-telling. "While she followed Paul
and us, she would cry out, “These men
are slaves of the Most High God, who
proclaim to you a way of salvation.”
8She kept doing this for many days.
But Paul, very much annoyed, turned
and said to the spirit, “I order you in
the name of Jesus Christ to come out
of her.” And it came out that very hour.

YBut when her owners saw that their
hope of making money was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace before the
authorities. ?When they had brought
them before the magistrates, they
said, “These men are disturbing our
city; they are Jews ?'and are advocat-
ing customs that are not lawful for us
as Romans to adopt or observe.” 2 The

crowd joined in attacking them, and
the magistrates had them stripped
of their clothing and ordered them
to be beaten with rods. **After they
had given them a severe flogging,
they threw them into prison and or-
dered the jailer to keep them securely.
*Following these instructions, he put
them in the innermost cell and fas-
tened their feet in the stocks.

*About midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listen-
ing to them. **Suddenly there was an
earthquake, so violent that the foun-
dations of the prison were shaken;
and immediately all the doors were
opened and everyone’s chains were
unfastened. 2?When the jailer woke up
and saw the prison doors wide open,
he drew his sword and was about to
kill himself, since he supposed that
the prisoners had escaped. 2But Paul

continued
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