The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Set free from captivity to sin and
death, we pray to the God of resurrec-
tion for the church, people in need,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Loving God, lead us to follow your
Spirit, rather than our own prejudic-
es or desires, as the church cares for
one another. Open us to perceive your
gifts in those we least expect. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Inspire us to praise you through the
beauty and majesty of the natural
world around us (local natural areas may
be named). Urge us toward more delib-
erate care of the world you have made.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Humble the rulers of nations before
your splendor. Direct them to the
people who need their attention most,
and turn them from the temptation to
hoard wealth or power. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Hasten to dwell among those who are
in pain or distress (especially). As Christ
enters our deepest suffering, remain
with those experiencing despair and
great need. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Place holy love at the center of all
our relationships and communities.
By your love heal us, convict us, and
renew us. Bring an end to racism in
our churches and communities. Let
everyone know your goodness by the
love we show one another. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Give us a place in the diverse company
of your beloved saints. Teach us the
value of each person’s identity, and
bless us with a shared identity as your
children, kindred of Christ. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to
these prayers, and renew us by your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.

Amen.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 15, 2022

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ
is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us.
Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love.

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into
our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may
know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Monday Psalm 133. Tuesday Acts 11:27-30. Wednesday (commemoration of Erik, King of Sweden, mar-
tyr, 1160) Leviticus 19:9-18. Thursday Psalm 67. Friday Proverbs 2:6-8. Saturday (commemoration of
Helena, mother of Constantine, c. 330) Proverbs 2:9-15. Sixth Sunday of Easter Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67;
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5; John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9.
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Amen.

Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members
of the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in
Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized.

Now the apostles and the believ-
ers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word
of God. 2So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers
criticized him, *saying, “Why did you
go to uncircumcised men and eat with
them?” *Then Peter began to explain
it to them, step by step, saying, I was
in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance I saw a vision. There was some-
thing like a large sheet coming down
from heaven, being lowered by its four
corners; and it came close to me. 5As
I looked at it closely I saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and
birds of the air. "I also heard a voice
saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and
eat.” ®But I replied, ‘By no means,
Lord; for nothing profane or unclean
has ever entered my mouth.” *But a
second time the voice answered from
heaven, ‘What God has made clean,
you must not call profane.’ '* This hap-
pened three times; then everything
was pulled up again to heaven. At

that very moment three men, sent to
me from Caesarea, arrived at the house
where we were. 2 The Spirit told me to
go with them and not to make a dis-
tinction between them and us. These
six brothers also accompanied me, and
we entered the man’s house. *He told
us how he had seen the angel standing
in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa
and bring Simon, who is called Peter;
“he will give you a message by which
you and your entire household will be
saved.” ?And as I began to speak, the
Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it
had upon us at the beginning. *And
I remembered the word of the Lord,
how he had said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.’” If then God gave them
the same gift that he gave us when we
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who
was I that I could hinder God?” *When
they heard this, they were silenced.
And they praised God, saying, “Then
God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.”
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