Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Drawn close to the heart of God, we
offer these prayers for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

You gather the church into a com-
munity of mercy and grace. Unify
Christians around the globe in ef-
forts to proclaim good news even in
the face of opposition and to protect
those whose lives are imperiled by
the gospel. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You create the entire universe and
call it good. Hinder those who
would cause further destruction to
our planet’s fragile ecosystems, and
augment the calls of those who ad-
vocate for thoughtful stewardship of
the earth’s resources. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You raise up leaders committed to
love and justice. Nurture in those
who govern patience to receive criti-
cism, openness to new ideas, and
courage to change course when
needed for the sake of the common
good. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Preparing for Next Week

You hear us when we cry to you.
Attend to those expecting a child,
and console those who have experi-
enced miscarriage. Comfort veter-
ans enduring post-traumatic stress.
Shield those endangered by domestic
violence. Uphold those who are ill or
grieving (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You kindle faith that moves us into ac-
tion. Guide children and adults pre-

‘paring for baptism or confirmation.

Empower Sunday school teachers,
confirmation leaders, and parents
who share their faith with younger
generations. Give us all a renewed
sense of vocation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You welcome us into your heavenly
realm. We give thanks for those
whose labors on earth are ended
and who now rest with you. On the
final day, gather all of us, with them,
in your loving arms. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God,
on behalf of a world in need, for the
sake of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Second Sunday in Lent
March 13, 2022

» Celebrate

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us,
our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into
a God-initiated relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time
and a tradition in which to seek God’s face again. Lent provides another occasion
to behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the
name of the Lord.”

Prayer of the Day

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting
life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your
mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

Monday Psalm 105:1-15 [16-41] 42. Tuesday 1 Corinthians 10:1-13. Wednesday 2 Chronicles 20:1-22.
Thursday (commemoration of Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, 461) Psalm 63:1-8. Friday
Revelation 3:1-6. Saturday (Joseph, Guardian of Jesus) Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a. Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9.
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God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

God promises a childless and. doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his
descendants will be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be
their inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed with a covenant-making ceremony,

a sign of God’s promise.

After these things the word of the
LORD came to Abram in a vision,
“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your
shield; your reward shall be very
great.” *But Abram said, “O Lord
Gop, what will you give me, for I
continue childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”
SAnd Abram said, “You have given
me no offspring, and so a slave born
in my house is to be my heir.” “But
the word of the LorD came to him,
“This man shall not be your heir; no
one but your very own issue shall be
your heir.” *He brought him outside
and said, “Look toward heaven and
count the stars, if you are able to

count them.” Then he said to him,
“So shall your descendants be.” °And
he believed the LorD; and the LorD
reckoned it to him as righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “I am the
Lorp who brought you from Ur of
the Chaldeans, to give you this land
to possess.” ®But he said, “O Lord
Gob, how am I to know that I shall
possess it?” He said to him, “Bring
me a heifer three years old, a female
goat three years old, a ram three
years old, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.” '’He brought him all these
and cut them in two, laying each
half over against the other; but he
did not cut the birds in two. "And

continued
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