The prayers are prepared locally for each Day,) unite us in seeking the health,
occasion. The following examples may be safety, and dignity of all. Lord, in your
adapted or used as appropriate. mercy,

. . hear our prayer.
Made children and heirs of God’s prom-

ise, we pray for the church, the world, You accompany those who are most in
and all in need. need. Shelter all fleeing violence or per-
secution, protect any who are in dan-
ger, and sustain them through uncer-
tain and unstable times. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy One, you bring your people to-
gether in worship. Enliven your church.
Guide all evangelists, preachers, proph-
ets, and missionaries who seek to share
your love through word and deed. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You support the work of your disciples.
Continue to nurture the leadership and
ministries of this congregation (especial-
ly). Lord, in your mercy,

You provide water for thirsty ground hear our prayer.

and sunshine to feed hungry plants.
Bless all who advocate for healthy for-
ests, unpolluted air, and clean water-
ways. Inspire all people to show care for
the world you have made. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You embrace all who have died in the
faith and brought them into your glo-
rious presence. We thank you for their
example and rejoice in their lives. Lord,
in your mercy,

You show no partiality. Increase justice hear our prayer.

in all nations. Encourage leaders and
governments to work with one another
for the good of our common world.
(Especially as we celebrate Labor/Labour

Receive these prayers, O God, and
those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Monday Isaiah 38:10-20. Tuesday Hebrews 12:3-13. Wednesday Matthew 17:14-21. Thursday
(commemoration of Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, 1654) Psalm 116:1-9. Friday
James 2:17-26. Saturday Matthew 21:23-32. 16th Sunday after Pentecost Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm
116:1-9; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38.
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Sunday, September 5, 2021
15th Sunday after Pentecost

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more
honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the
Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t
deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview,
but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the
story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received
with equal honor as a child and heir.

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death
into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to
proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and
Lord. Amen.

Isaiah 35:4-7a
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God'’s vengeance
on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the
exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with water to give drink to the veturning exiles.

then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless

Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God. sing for joy.
He will come with vengeance, For waters shall break forth in the
with terrible recompense. wilderness,

and streams in the desert;
“the burning sand shall become a pool,
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be and the thirsty ground springs of
opened, water.
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

He will come and save you.”

James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17

Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at
the expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip service to God'’s will.
Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in
need.

My brothers and sisters, do you with if a poor person in dirty clothes also
your acts of favoritism really believe in  comes in, *and if you take notice of the
our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? *For one wearing the fine clothes and say,
if a person with gold rings and in fine “Have a seat here, please,” while to the
clothes comes into your assembly, and one who is poor you say, “Stand there,”
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