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The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Made children and heirs of God’s prom-
ise, we pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church, that it is a safe
haven for all who seek your presence. Fill
it with pastors, deacons, and leaders who
echo your expansive and generous wel-
come. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the whole of creation, that
plants and animals have the habitat and
resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire
us to protect threatened habitats and
ensure a sustainable future for genera-
tions to come. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for individuals in positions of
authority (national and local leaders may
be named). Raise up wise and discerning
leaders in federal, state, and local gov-
ernments and guide them to seek the
benefit of every person. Lord, in your
" mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need. Support
and encourage those who are unem-
ployed, underemployed, or experienc-
ing poverty. Bring food, shelter, clothes,
and stability for daily life. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for this congregation, especial-
ly those beginning a new school year
(students, teachers, or others may be named
here). Empower teachers and school ad-
ministrators. Guide students in their
learning and development. Accompany
parents, foster parents, and caregivers
who provide encouragement and love.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the faithful departed
who showed us how to honor God with
our heart. Inspire us by their example
and renew our faith, trusting that we
will be united with them in glory. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and
those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

_
L N Wl LN ] = _
s Gee B e BN B

Sunday, August 29, 2021
14th Sunday after Pentecost

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the essence
of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external things, but from the inten-
tions of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us “the words that I have spoken to you are
spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says God has given us birth by the word of truth. We
who were washed in the word when we were born in the font return to it every Sunday fo ask
God to create in us clean hearts.

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us
from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that
arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the
covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract
Jfrom it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children.

So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes
and ordinances that I am teaching you
to observe, so that you may live to enter
and occupy the land that the LoRp, the
God of your ancestors, is giving you.
*You must neither add anything to what
I command you nor take away anything
from it, but keep the commandments
of the LorDp your God with which I am
charging you.

®You must observe them diligently,
for this will show your wisdom and dis-
cernment to the peoples, who, when
they hear all these statutes, will say,

“Surely this great nation is a wise and
discerning people!” "For what other
great nation has a god so near to it as
the LORD our God is whenever we call
to him? 8And what other great nation
has statutes and ordinances as just as
this entire law that I am setting before
you today?

“But take care and watch yourselves
closely, so as neither to forget the things
that your eyes have seen nor to let them
slip from your mind all the days of your
life; make them known to your children
and your children’s children.

Monday Psalm 106:1-6, 13-23, 47-48. Tuesday Deuteronomy 4:15-20. Wednesday Mark 7:9-23.
Thursday (commemoration of Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, bishop, renewer of the
church, 1872) Psalm 146. Friday Romans 2:12-16. Saturday Isaiah 33:1-9. 15th Sunday after
Pentecost Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146; James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17; Mark 7:24-37.
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