The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Rooted in Christ and sustained by
the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Tend your church, O God. Encourage
bishops, pastors, and deacons in their
proclamation of the gospel. Raise up
new leaders and encourage those pur-
suing a call to ministry. Embolden all
the baptized to embody your love and
justice. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Restore your creation, O God. Sustain
croplands and pastures and safe-
guard all farm animals and livestock.
Preserve lakes, rivers, and streams
that offer refreshment. Revive lands
recovering from natural disasters and
protect coastlands threatened by ris-
ing oceans. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Reconcile the nations, O God. Break
down the dividing walls that make
us strangers to one another and unite
us as one human family. Equip leaders
to deal wisely with conflict and guide
diplomats who seek peaceful solutions.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Heal your people, O God. Look with
compassion on immigrants, exiles,
and all who are afraid or feel lost.
Give rest to those who are weary,
comfort to those who are grieving,
and recovery to those who are ill (es-
pecially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Nourish this congregation, O God.
Prepare a table where we receive
food for our hungering spirits.
Renew our commitment to provide
for one another and revitalize our
ministries of feeding and nurturing
hungry neighbors. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You lead us home, O God. We give
thanks for all who have died, now
citizens with the saints (especially).

‘As you have received them into your

heavenly home, so welcome all of us
to dwell in your house forever. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We lift these and all our prayers to
you, O God, confident in the prom-
ise of your saving love; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Monday Psalm 100. Tuesday Zechariah 9:14—10:2. Wednesday Luke 15:1-7. Thursday (Mary Magdalene,
Apostle) John 20:1-2, 11-18. Friday (commemoration of Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, 1373)
Colossians 3:12-17. Saturday 2 Kings 4:38-41. 9th Sunday after Pentecost (James, Apostle) 2 Kings 4:42-44;

Psalm 145:10-18; Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21.
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Manrk’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs
to be met, on Jesus and his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples
to get away and rest, to take care of themselves. Sometimes we think that when oth-
ers are in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also honors the
caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for ourselves.

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully
feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people,
that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor
of a shepherd to describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God
promises to gather the flock and to raise up a new king from David’s line to save

Israel and Judah.

Woe to the shepherds who destroy
and scatter the sheep of my pasture!
says the Lorp. *Therefore thus says
the Lorp, the God of Israel, con-
cerning the shepherds who shep-
herd my people: It is you who have
scattered my flock, and have driven
them away, and you have not attend-
ed to them. So I will attend to you
for your evil doings, says the Lorp.
*Then I myself will gather the rem-
nant of my flock out of all the lands
where I have driven them, and I will
bring them back to their fold, and
they shall be fruitful and multiply.

*T will raise up shepherds over them
who will shepherd them, and they
shall not fear any longer, or be dis-
mayed, nor shall any be missing, says
the Lorp.

5The days are surely coming, says
the Lorp, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he
shall reign as king and deal wisely,
and shall execute justice and righ-
teousness in the land. °In his days
Judah will be saved and Israel will
live in safety. And this is the name by
which he will be called: “The Lorbp is
our righteousness.”
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