Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Let us come.before the triune God in
prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy parent, you welcome your people
into one family and gather all things to
yourself. Bestow your grace upon your
beloved church, lavish your wisdom upon
us, and redeem us from our faults, that
by our witness all might praise your glory.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to
the smallest of seeds and the mightiest of
sycamore trees. Spring up green growth
from the earth, nourish the growth of
fruit, grain, and other crops, and bless
the work of farmers and laborers. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the oppressed, turn the ears of
those who are in power to the voices of
prophets in our own day. Protect those
who speak difficult truths when it is risky
to do so. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Preparing for Next Week

God of strength, you are near to those
who endure difficulty. Comfort all who
are survivors of violence, guard the refu-
gee and the immigrant, and protect all
those who are victims of prejudice and
discrimination. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of love, we pray for this holy house
and all those who worship here. We pray
especially for those whose efforts behind
the scenes often go unnoticed; for the
custodian(s) and maintenance workers,
for our office staff (other positions may
be named), and for all of our volunteers.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We thank you, God, for the saints, mar-
tyrs, and prophets who have died in the
faith (especially Benedict of Nursia). We re-
member those in this community who
have recently died (especially). United with
them as God’s children, assure us that we
are yours forever. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trust-
ing in your abiding grace.
Amen.

Celebrate

Sunday, July 11, 2021
7th Sunday after Pentecost

Wl

When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he becomes
a threat to the power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and
Herod has him killed. In Herod'’s fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope
Jor the oppressed.: all the prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness
to justice in company with them, and to proclaim God'’s saving love.

Prayer of the Day

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to
us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set
to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Monday (commemoration of Nathan Soderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, 1931) Psalm 142. Tuesday Amos
9:1-4. Wednesday Luke 7:31-35. Thursday Psalm 23. Friday Jeremiah 10:17-25. Saturday (commemo-
ration of Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, 1566) Luke 18:35-43. 8th Sunday after
Pentecost Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 23; Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56.
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Amen.

First Reading

Amos 7:7-15

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an ordinary
Jarmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern king-
dom). God’s word of judgment through Amos conflicts with the king’s court prophet Amaziah,

whom Amos encounters at Bethel.

This is what [the Lord Gobp] showed me:
the Lord was standing beside a wall built
with a plumb line, with a plumb line in
his hand. 8And the LORD said to me,
“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A
plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
“See, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by;
°the high places of Isaac shall be
made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall
be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of
Jeroboam with the sword.”

YThen Amaziah, the priest of Bethel,
sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying,
“Amos has conspired against you in the

very center of the house of Israel; the land
is not able to bear all his words. "For thus
Amos has said,
‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,

and Israel must go into exile

away from his land.””
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go,
flee away to the land of Judah, earn your
bread there, and prophesy there; *but
never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is
the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of
the kingdom.”

“Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I
am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but
I am a herdsman, and a dresser of syc-
amore trees, *and the LORD took me
from following the flock, and the LORD
said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people
Israel.””
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