The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Alive in the risen Christ by the power
of the Holy Spirit, we bring our
prayers before God who promises to
hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Loving Shepherd, you know your
own and your own know you. Your
voice calls us to your loving embrace.
Strengthen your church throughout
the world that we bear witness to
your expansive love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous
with the gifts of goodness and mercy.
Restore your creation to wholeness
so that cities and towns, countryside
and wilderness, may abound with
life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations
and peoples are your heritage. Place
into the hearts of all leaders and rul-
ers the passion to serve. Crucify any
desire to overpower others and give
leaders joy in lifting up the lowly.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows
as we reach out to those around us.
Move us with your Spirit, so that we
lay down our lives for those in need
(especially). Help us love one another
in truth and action. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to
wholeness. Help our community in
our life together and give us vigor as
a people of faith. In the midst of chal-
lenges and opportunities (specific con-
cerns may be named), fill us anew with
your Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely
in your loving hands. In the assurance
of resurrection hope, we remember
our loved ones who have died in you
(especially the evangelist Mark). Bring us,
with them, to dwell in your house for-
ever. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ,
we raise our prayers to you, trust-
ing in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25, 2021

The tmage of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is
the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and
love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his
life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our
lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us
into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be
whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Acts 4:5-12

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the
news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy
Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.

The next day [the] rulers, elders, and
scribes assembled in Jerusalem, Swith
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas,
John, and Alexander, and all who
were of the high-priestly family.
"When they had made the prisoners
stand in their midst, they inquired,
“By what power or by what name
did you do this?” *Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers of the people and elders, %if
we are questioned today because of
a good deed done to someone who
was sick and are asked how this man

has been healed, let it be known to
all of you, and to all the people of
Israel, that this man is standing be-
fore you in good health by the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead. " This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by
you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’
2There is salvation in no one else,
for there is no other name under
heaven given among mortals by
which we must be saved.”

Monday Psalm 95. Tuesday Revelation 7:13-17. Wednesday Mark 14:26-31. Thursday (commemora-
tion of Catherine of Siena, theologian, 1380) Psalm 22:25-31. Friday Amos 8:11-13. Saturday (Philip
and James, Apostles) John 14:8-14. Fifth Sunday of Easter (commemoration of Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexandria, 373) Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8.
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