Sunday, August 16, 2020
11th Sunday after Pentecost

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God
will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile,
an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus com-
mends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of
society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort,
healing, and justice for those in need.

Prayer of the Day

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon
you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and
constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save.
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not 7ace,

nationality, or any other category.

Thus says the LoRrb:
Maintain justice, and do what is
right,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed.

°And the foreigners who join
themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the
name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,

all who keep the sabbath, and do not

profane it,
and hold fast my covenant—

"these I will bring to my holy
mountain,
and make them joyful in my house
of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their
sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house
of prayer
for all peoples.
8Thus says the Lord Gob,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.



Psalm Psalm 67; refrain, Ps. 67:3
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God, let all the peo - ples  praise you.

May God be merciful to ! us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face ! shine upon us.
?Let your way be known ! upon earth,
your saving health a- ! mong all nations.
3Let the peoples praise ! you, O God;
let all the ! peoples praise you.
‘Let the nations be glad and ! sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the na- ! tions on earth. R
5Let the peoples praise ! you, O God;
let all the ! peoples praise you.
*The earth has brought ! forth its increase;
God, our own ! God, has blessed us.
"May God ! give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth I stand in awe. R
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Prayers of Iintercessio

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Confident of your care and helped by
the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Lord, you gather the church to be part
of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus
Christ. As Jesus acknowledged the
great faith of a woman from outside his
people, help your church discover and
find blessing in the faith of people we
might reject. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You have blessed us with the bounty
of the earth. Grant your grace to all
your creatures, that the earth will
flourish. Relieve waters choked by
garbage, renew soils stripped of nutri-
ents, and refresh the air all creatures
need to live. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You call the nations to be glad and sing
for joy. Let your way be known among
all the nations of the world, now divid-
ed by competing interests, contending
alliances, and consumed by enormous
worry. Bless us and make your face
shine upon all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Preparing for Next Week

You show unexpected mercy, kind-
ness, and generosity. We pray for those
who do not have enough, for outcasts
in our villages, cities, and town, and
for those who need your healing (espe-
cially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In you we live and move and have our
being. Grant our congregation (name)
grace to find our life refreshed in you.
Accompany us in the rhythms of late
summer. Give us rest and renewal,
and strengthen us for mission in your
name. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your eternal promises are more than
we could ever imagine. As you gather
all the saints (especially), join us also
with them on the great day of your
salvation. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can
separate us from your love, we offer
these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Monday Psalm 87. Tuesday Romans 11:13-29. Wednesday Matthew 8:1-13. Thursday (commemoration of
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153) Psalm 138. Friday Ezekiel 31:15-18. Saturday Ezekiel 36:33-38.
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20.
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